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29 August 19§6 


Laotian delations with the Communist Worldfhave broadened| 
past week. ' C '< li - r A- [ h 


’ 1 . .. , ..... 
v ' ; T®*, 

■W : .y. I’ vfc-' 1 ' 
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ISC:BRIEFING-i^^ 


A. On 19 August, Laotian Premier |Souvanna Phouma departed #or,an|. s 
8-day "courtesy” visit to Peiping. 

IK Hts trip began only 9 days after he had reached "agreement in 

principle" with the Communist-directed Pathet Lao for the '■■*$?$/■■ 
reunification of the country. 

Prior to his Peiping pilgrimage, Souvanna repeatedly assured both US, 
and British officials that he would neither make "political commit- 
ments” to the Chinese Communists nor accept Chinese economic aid. 
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/Under the Geneva agreement^; the French, may maintain two 
bases in Laos, with a totalKgarriW of 3,500: at present 

i:u‘ i'v' .■■■• -•■.••A • J ! , .« ; . _Vi . ■■■!'■. v «• • - t- ■•>. » •• •.. • r'-.'-t ■■ 

' , J : ' 4 ^'- ■ ■ ■ :■ ,r, 

the French maintain only one base, at Beno, with a strength 

. t ... . ■ •. •. - :■ .. ■ ■. ..as r-Kla 
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of 2, 1507 4. • 4a 

n. However, the communique then states that the "two governments, 
agree to develop their economic and cultural relations." | 
This is a change. 

III. Ih his Peiping press conference, Souvanna went even further. 


;• I 
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5, ■ • •' v -« " ■; . , 

A. In discussing Military allianceslin general, the premier /■ 




specifically singled out SEATO with the com»enl?^'#e cannot 1 


subscribe to SEATO", an action which was in effect a ?’ , pol;itical||f 

: ■ f-r ' ' 1 * *• ;r.v- 

commitment" to his Chinese hosts 1 . f? : 

», Spelling out his switch in stand on economic relations, Souvanna 
declared that he was ’deeply moved" by Chinese offers of aid, f 
and that he had requested Peiping to send "experts" to his ■ " 


-WT’ii ;v 

i.' v V • jb“v 


country. These "experts" will Make a first-hand investigation 
and draw up concrete proposals to help Laos fulfill its five- 
year plan. 

From Peiping, the Laotian premier went on to a 48-hour visit to Hanoi 


where he has been given the red-carpet treatment by bis Communist 
Viet Minh neighbors. ■ 
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ha t ho wished fto raise with the Vi 


Souvanna has Indicated 


Minh such delicate matters as ^he.;'w^^drawi^l vomits ;e^dres :fr^mp| 
• ■■ v Laos and cessation' of ,,its Paths ts vohels^' 

B. I However, his past per foraancefin dealing with Communists suggests . 

/. :}' l , |. , , ;v ’• ' V ;o* ■ 

I that he will be either unwilling or 'unable ' to resist pressure: : 

j . 4 ' Al. U0V tx '.****: S : 

\ for closer relations with North Vietnam. ^ 

I' W 

Meanwhile, negotiation of the heart of the Roya 
settlement with the rebel Pathets — the details of integrating Pathet 
forces into the Royal army, reimposing Royal control over the two 
f’lost" northern provinces (Sam Neua and Phong Saly) , and Pathet / 


Government V acta 


participation in a coalition government — is about to begin 
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Sf^ding^d improvin 
reparat ion for future 

f • ' v.SS. M >*. 


A. We have evidence that the Pathets 1 

■: -‘f • . ; ■ ->■■■■ :■ ■ '■ vr ; ;^ 

- ? v’-.v' ; ' v\ : ; : tT s> s' 'T^VC i . ..'rv 

their organ iza tion through on tflLaos 

*1* ty * ** ' • ■* » v*f'« u * ' » ,*v7l f ^M*ll 

.■ *: h > . fS, ‘VI 

overt political activity. Wt'C$ 

‘ ' 'Up ; \Tf , 

B. In any event, once the settlement 1 

' • ' '<< *. s \ ■'■■'■ f ' ; ■• . <> 0 s ^ 

will the in a strong 'position If- .;_$gpsj 

1. Militarily, th 
troops "seeded 


"been final iz 


into the: Royal army. % 

2. Politically, they will be operating as a legal party, able 
both to work with the opportunists elements already sitting 
in the Laotian parliament and to play upon the rivalry and 

disunity that exists among Laotian non-Communist political 
leaders. ?- 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R00890A000700080017-4 




O li v a a ! 

£ &! 


. *»*.* 4i ™ . ^ r..- ' COn ™unique-dra f tin 

,n Hin01 | f 9 |4^ I His 48-hour Visit the 

: SSI If f-aiiiiiii |§ la 

■ - Mihh premier is ver y ^ i,|i one ^ - St ,„ V 3 nna . chou 

o.inuinique'* Issued at Peiping on 25j A u^ustl ^ - I : .1 

* Closest parallel is a cl a no* iJ * i r, ^ • - ■ 

he Hanoi statement providing 

U ' at b ° th t0, ‘ the neCeSSi ^ of establishing economic and 

« u 1 t.ura 1 relations, and of exchanging friendly delegations." 

The "exchanging of friendly delegations- u, ao 

-negations was subsequently define.: 

, y ; ‘'' ,van " a aB <hc publishment of diplomatic relations 
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ln the ” join1 statement" is a Viet Mlnh appeal to Viol- #' 

”-f Se reSidlnR ir ' LaOS to Pect the law, habits and customs* 
ol Laos, Taken at face value, this cbullfhamstr ing the PatKe'SlS 
no "brains trust", composed of Viet Hinh cadres. 


-V 


&&& ■■■■•■ 

a quid pro quo for this "friendly.. V iet Mini, gesture . S Sou va M 


•! the concent of a settlement in Vietnam ••strictly l„ 

” S ' 1!h thB CBneva Agreement , A strict implementation 
i agreement on the unification of Vietnam would, of 
the disadvantage of South Vietnam, 
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